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showed it in his face. When Ying Ying learned about it, she
secretly sent him a poem, which read:
Since I have wasted and lost my beauty,
I have tossed and turned, too lazy to leave my bed.
I am not ashamed to face others in my faded state
But I dare not face him who brought It about.
But she did not come out to see him.
A few days later, when Chang was on the point of departure,
she sent him another poem to say final farewell.
I shall not speak of your heartless abandonment,
But let us each devote our love to our proper mate,
And give the love that we bore for each other
To the spouse that has been decreed for us by fate.
After that they never heard of one another again.
The people of the time who knew the story all gave credit to
Chang for his readiness to rectify his mistakes. I have myself
spoken of this affair on many occasions so that those who hear
It will not commit the same mistake and those who have already
fallen Into erroneous ways will emulate Chang and cast off the spell
under which they find themselves.
In the ninth month of the Cheng Yuan reign16 I told this story
to Li Kung-ch'ui on the occasion of his visit to my house on
Chingan street. He was .greatly impressed and wrote "The Song
of Ying Ying" to commemorate the event. He gave the song' this
title because Ying Ying was the girl's child name.
16 Year not .given.